Western New England's Mini-Law School Program increases civic engagement and awareness and provides opportunities for law schools and educators to help non-lawyers better understand the legal system. This article will discuss the Mini-Law School Program, a creative and extremely successful five-week community outreach program focused on demystifying the law. Our society is in dire need of greater civic education. 
details community programming at one law school that can serve as a model for other institutions. The more that schools commit to increasing civic education beyond the classroom, the greater the impact and benefit to the preservation of democracy.
2 Leaders throughout U.S. history have emphasized the importance of civic education. E.g., "An educated citizenry is a vital requisite for our survival as a free people." Often attributed to Thomas Jefferson, https://www.monticello.org; "There's nothing that will take us down sooner as a nation than a nation of young people who don't understand the justice system." Justice Sandra corporations, non-profits, and local schools to establish programs that serve underserved youth populations. 20 These programs, geared toward students, 18 "Western New England University School of Law has long been committed to principles of public service and professional education in preparation for the practice of law. The School of Law seeks to train students to enter into a profession in which pro bono service is highly valued, instilling the principle that members of the legal community and those aspiring to enter the legal profession have an obligation to assist in providing legal services to persons of limited means. In the spring of 2011, the faculty of WNE Law acknowledged the importance of this service by adopting a pro bono graduation requirement. In order to graduate, students must complete 20 hours of pro bono service. Pro bono service is uncompensated. Pro bono service is defined as the provision of law-related services to: (1) persons of limited means. 2) charitable, religious, civic, community, governmental and educational organizations in matters which are designed primarily to address the needs of persons of limited means. (3) individuals, groups or organizations seeking to secure or protect civil rights, civil liberties or public rights. (4) charitable, religious, civic, community, governmental or educational organizations in matters in furtherance of their organizational purposes, where the payment of standard legal fees would significantly deplete the organization's economic resources. Pro bono service also includes: (5) activities for improving access to the law, improving the legal system or improving the legal profession. Program has been a resounding success, and we welcome the opportunity to
share the experience and model of the program with others so that efforts to
Program, a summer education and internship program designed to introduce high school students to the inner workings of the courts and justice system. increase civic engagement and knowledge can increase on a wider scale throughout the country.
VI. MINI-LAW SCHOOL PROGRAM AT WESTERN NEW ENGLAND UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW -NUTS AND BOLTS

A. The Mini-Law School Program Mission
The Mini-Law School Program was designed to provide practical knowledge to assist people in understanding how laws are applied, why disputes occur so frequently, and how courts mediate this process. 24 As we live in an increasingly complex world filled with laws and regulations, people want to become better informed in order to make wiser decisions.
Additionally, understanding the fundamentals of our legal system helps people grapple with the many legal issues that dominate the news. This was our starting point in 2014, when we chose to create the Mini-Law School Program. Our goal was to increase civic engagement and awareness and provide opportunities for people to better understand the legal system. At first, we considered partnering with local bar associations and including local attorneys and a faculty member in each session. However, we ultimately decided that it would be more educational to partner with a federal magistrate judge who serves as "dean" of the Mini-Law School. The judge, now retired, moderates each session, presented by a law school faculty member, providing continuity and context for each topic and session. Also, the judge provides invaluable insight on the legal issues addressed in each session.
In order to keep the focus on education rather than risk becoming a legal advice clinic, participants were informed that the organizers and presenters for Mini-Law School would not answer any specific personal legal questions. Participants were provided a handout at the first class with a list of sources for accessing legal information, including local bar associations, 24 Id.
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Dial-A-Lawyer services, and state trial court self-help sources. We also announced the policy in our first class, thus preemptively avoiding conflict.
B. The Mini-Law School Program Structure
When the authors set out to plan and organize the first Mini-Law School Program, our expectations were modest. Originally, the goal was to have a class of at least fifteen to twenty people, but due to the overwhelming response, we needed to move the program to the largest lecture hall on Classes met one evening per week from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The twohour class sessions seemed sufficient to discuss the concepts introduced by each faculty member. The classes generally had a lecture period during which the faculty member discussed the topic and then provided an opportunity for participants to ask questions during or after the lecture. We chose topics of general interest, such as family law, criminal law, and health law, that we thought would hold the public's interest. Additionally, we sought out our law faculty to serve as speakers, since they are uniquely qualified to serve as resources to participants and to reinforce the law school's commitment to the community.
25
Each of the three Mini-Law School Programs that we have held thus far began with an introductory class to provide a detailed overview of the U.S.
legal system and the courts. This helped level the playing field for all participants, which was necessary due to the diversity and demographics of 25 Stephen M. Urban and civil liberties activists bolstered her decision with the humbling fact that over 80% of people stopped are Black and Latino, while 9 out of 10 are found innocent and only 2% of all stops yield any form of contraband. Still, before, during, and after the trial, the NYPD argued that the policy does not profile race, it profiles criminals and ultimately saves lives. A recent news report argued that the drop in the policy has emboldened criminals and may be a cause of recent spikes in NYC crime. Whichever side of the law you fall on when it comes to Stop, Question, and Frisk its implementation and dangers remain central to any current discussion of criminal law. In this discussion we will examine the context of its development, the process of its implementation, the legal arguments for its abolishment, and finally its legacy. Even in its currently unconstitutional state; Stop, Question, and Frisk continues to shape our examinations of crime, policing, and the law. 38 Sudha Setty, National Security and Civil Liberties: Surveillance and Democracy. In June 2013 and in the months and years following, the public learned from former National Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden more about the extent to which the U.S. government collects huge amounts of data and conducts surveillance on both U.S. citizens and foreigners. What are the justifications that the government provides for that kind of surveillance? Did we, as citizens in a democratic nation, have a right to know about those programs without Snowden leaking that information? Does the public knowing about those surveillance programs jeopardize our national security? Are there ways in which Congress, the courts, and the public should play a meaningful role in determining the limits of this kind of surveillance, or is that an unrealistic expectation? In this session, we'll discuss these difficult and complicated questions that involve our security, our freedoms, and the role of the people in a democratic government. 39 Erin Buzuvis, Challenging Inequality in the Workplace: An Overview of Employment. Discrimination Protections: Most Americans spend much of their lives in the workplace. Employment provides workers not only financial security and essential benefits, it also bestows on many workers a sense of purpose and important personal relationships. For these reasons, inequality in the workplace -whether it be excluding certain workers from certain jobs, treating or paying them differently, retaliating against workers who challenge inequality, or harassing or allowing a hostile environment to persist -presents a compelling problem and one that legislatures and courts continue to address. Using problems based on actual cases, this session will introduce participants to legal protections against workplace discrimination based on such protected characteristics as race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, age, national origin, and family status.
For the third program, we experimented with a subject-specific focus. Established in 2012, the Center for Gender & Sexuality Studies is a resource for students, alumni, and faculty of Western New England University School of Law, the legal community, and the general public. The Center serves as a focal point for work in a broad number of areas relating to gender and sexuality, ranging from civil rights issues affecting women and sexual minorities to feminist and queer theory. The Center works to engage with the legal community, with the University, and with members of the School of Law on core issues of gender and sexuality across a broad spectrum of law, including criminal law, immigration, employment, family law, health law, discrimination, prisoners' rights, legislation, leadership and business, and international and comparative law. . This session will introduce students to the American legal system in ways that are relevant to understanding the law's relationship to gender and sexuality issues. Students will learn about the courts and the common law system, the structure and interrelationship of state and federal government, the Constitution's protection for individual rights, and other foundational matters. 
D. The Mini-Law School Program Costs
Because we wanted to make the program accessible to as many people as possible, we limited the cost to a modest thirty-five dollars for all sessions.
Although the first two programs included the option of free registration for students, the authors determined that when students paid a nominal We will discuss the reach of the Court's decision, including its protection of marital rights and duties for not only gay men, bisexuals and lesbians, but also for couples where one or both spouses are transgender. We will consider the impact the ruling may have on issues including adoption, child custody, and marital property. We will also discuss the competing claims of businesses and individuals that seek exemption on religious liberty grounds from complying with anti-discrimination laws, such as bakers who refuse to sell wedding cakes to same-sex couples.
School of Law name and logo; and pocket Constitutions that were greatly appreciated by the participants. We also distributed Mini-Law School tshirts at the last session of each Mini-Law School Program, a small gesture of good will as well as a good marketing opportunity.
E. The Mini-Law School Program Evaluations
We conduct an evaluation after each class; participants generally rate 
VII. CONCLUSION: LESSONS LEARNED
Based on the authors' experience with the Mini-Law School Program, community members are interested in the demystification of law. 45 We live 45 Course evaluations on file with authors.
in an increasingly complex world with law impacting our daily lives in critical, fundamental ways. People want to understand our laws, how they work, and their purpose; they want to be better informed in order to make better decisions. With the widespread use of the Internet, people are accustomed to accessing information to expand their knowledge base.
However, even the well informed may feel law is inscrutable. By expanding the reach of civic education provided by law schools, we can provide participants with a better understanding of critical legal principles in various areas of the law.
Moreover, the public is interested in lifelong learning opportunities, and there are limited opportunities to learn about the legal system in a continuing education setting. This vacuum provides an opportunity for law schools and lawyers to help educate our citizenry. We feel it is our obligation to do so. Participants come away with a better understanding of what lawyers do and the law school educational process. For some participants, there is the added benefit of getting a glimpse at whether they might like to attend law school.
Lawyers have a longstanding image problem based upon a misunderstanding or lack of awareness of how a lawyer's work could be relevant to an individual's daily life. The same could be said for our courts, since media coverage of only high profile or unusual cases leaves the ordinary administration of justice largely unreported. Fortunately, MiniLaw School can bridge the gap while also providing excellent public relations for our profession. If the public develops a keener understanding of the law and basic legal principles, they may view lawyers and courts in a more positive light.
"Law schools hold significant intrinsic reputational value that goes wasted when they fail to bridge this public education gap." 46 We can make a difference. Although educating the general public has not traditionally been a primary responsibility of law professors, we have the expertise and flexibility to dedicate sufficient time to these lectures. 47 At Western New
England University School of Law, faculty have a pro bono requirement that can be satisfied with this educational project, serving the public good. 48 By disseminating information, faculty "can play a major role in equalizing access to justice." 49 Also, because public education is part of a lawyer's professional and civic duty, 50 a faculty member's involvement in Mini-Law
School sets an excellent example for our law students about the responsibilities of their future roles as attorneys.
Social science literature suggests that the more knowledge citizens have about our legal and court systems, the more positively they feel about the integrity and value of these systems. 51 If we all act together, law schools could have a powerful influence on the public's knowledge and awareness of the law and the legal process. Perhaps even a few law schools acting independently can make a difference. We are happy to share information with others interested in pursuing a similar program.
The unique structure of the Mini-Law School Program epitomizes the collaborative process at its best by "synthesiz[ing] participants' contributions to achieve a better product than any of them could have developed on their own." 52 It is our hope that this article will provide a model for law schools and educators interested in increasing collaborative efforts, civic education and engagement, and community outreach.
